River Heights City

River Heights City
PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA
Tuesday, April 26, 2022
Notice is hereby given that the River Heights Planning Commission will hold its regular meeting

beginning at 6:30 p.m., anchored from the River Heights City Office Building at 520 S 500 E.
Attendance can be in person or through Zoom.

6:30 p.m. Pledge of Allegiance

6:35 p.m. Adoption of Previous Minutes and Agenda
6:40 p.m. Public Comment on Land Use

6:50 p.m. Public Hearing to Discuss Code Changes
7:05 p.m. Review Tree Ordinance Changes

8:00 p.m. Adjourn

Posted this 21 day of April 2022

Sheila Lind, Reﬂorder

To join the Zoom meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81939964324?pwd=Y]NUaUVKMESINXU4QWxmOE1WQ25mZz09

Attachments for this meeting and previous meeting minutes can be found on the State’s Public Notice Website (pmn.utah.gov)

In compliance with the American Disabilities Act, individuals needing special accommodations (including auxiliary
communicative aids and services) during this meeting should notify Sheila Lind, (435) 770-2061 at least 24 hours before the
meeting.

520 South 500 East River Heights, Utah 84321 Phone & Fax (435) 752-2646



River Heights City

River Heights City Planning Commission
Minutes of the Meeting
April 26, 2022

Present: Commission members: Heather Lehnig, Chair
Lance Pitcher
Cindy Schaub
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Troy Wakefield
Councilmember Blake Wright
Recorder Sheila Lind
Tech Staff Councilmember Chris Milbank
14
15 Excused Commissioner Noel Cooley
16
17 Also Present David Thunell
18
19
20 Motions Made During the Meeting

1
‘ Motion #1
Commissioner Pitcher moved to “send the code change updates to the city council.”
24  Commissioner Wakefield seconded the maotion, which carried with Lehnig, Pitcher, Schaub, and
25  Wakefield in favor. Cooley was absent.

26
27  Motion #2
28 Commissioner Pitcher moved to “send the code change updates to the city council.”

29  Commissioner Wakefield seconded the motion, which carried with Lehnig, Pitcher, Schaub, and
30  Wakefield in favor. Cooley was absent.

31

32

33 Proceedings of the Meeting

34

35 The River Heights City Planning Commission met at 6:30 p.m. in the Ervin R. Crosbie Council

36  Chambers on April 26, 2022. In the absence of Chairman Cooley, Commissioner Lehnig chaired the
37  meeting.

38 Pledge of Allegiance

39 - Adoption of Prior Minutes and Agenda: Minutes for the April 12, 2022, Planning Commission
40 Meeting were reviewed with a few minor changes.

41 - - -~ Commissioner Pitcher movedto “approve the minutes of the April 12, 2022, Commission

- motion, which carried with Lehnig, Pitcher, Schaub, and Wakefield in favor. No one opposed.

‘ . - Meeting with corrections, as well as the evenings agenda.” Commissioner Schaub seconded the
Cooley was ahsent.

*

520 South 500 East River Heights, Utah 84321 Phone & Fax (435) 752-2646



45
46
47
43
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81

- 82

83
84
85
86
87
88

Public Comment on Land Use: There was none.

Public Hearing to Discuss Code Changes: Commissioner Lehnig opened the discussion and
read a request from Councilmember Wright, which asked if the Commission would consider adding a
new paragraph below letter “B.” in 10-13-22 and as the last sentence in 10-13-23 ... “All sewage
from any recreational vehicle shall be disposed of in an approved septic or sanitary sewer system or
iegally disposed of outside city limits.” The Commissioners agreed to add this to the next code
amendment discussion.

At the next meeting Commissioner Lehnig planned to bring a draft for sidewalk changes.
Commissioner Pitcher informed he had locked over Providence City’s accessory dwelling code and
felt River Heights could borrow some of their verbiage.

Commissioner Pitcher moved to “send the code change updates to the city council.”
Commissioner Wakefield seconded the motion, which carried with Lehnig, Pitcher, Schaub, and
Wakefield in favor. Cooley was absent,

David Thunell arrived at the meeting.

Review Tree Ordinance Changes: Commissioner Schaub suggested creating a new Chapter 16
in Section 10, entitled Tree City USA. She explained some of the items she had questions on. She
asked for clarification on the authority section, which led into a discussion.

David Thunell stated the meanings of authority and director are gaged toward a larger city,
with more staff in the tree department. Mr. Thunell felt PWD Nelson supported a tree board, of
which he could be a member of, not to get large lists of things he would need to do. Commissioner
Schaub suggested Mr. Nelson could drive around looking for bad trees on city property. Mr. Thunell
said the trees currently belonging to the city are few and not much of a nuisance.

Councilmember Wright suggested not using the word ‘authority,” but rather ‘advisor’ or
‘liaison,” someone who reports back to the council.

Councilmember Milbank said he met with PWD Nelson today and discussed the budget for
Arbor Days. Mr. Thunell said anything tree or shrub related could go toward that budget.

Mr. Thunell said the chairman of the tree board could be given the authority to take care of
the city’s trees, which made sense to the commission.

Councilmember Wright reviewed that the board is made up of a member of the council, public
works, and three citizens. They discussed the board and wondered if five was too many for a city the
size of River Heights. They decided three members would be sufficient. Mr. Thunell suggested at
least one member have some background on or knowledge of trees. They wondered about requiring
a member be a certified arborist. Mr. Thunell suggested the requirement of a “verifiable background
in the care and maintenance of trees.”

They continued discussion on edits.

Commissioner Schaub read written comment from Cindy Johnson. The board went back to
some discussion based on Ms. Johnson’s comments.

Commissioner Schaub explained the updates she made to the Street Tree Planting and
Selection Guide, which included updates to URL numbers, phone numbers and the date.

Councilmember Wright suggested Commissioner Schaub look through the code to make sure
there is consistency on her new section, compared with all other mentions to trees in the code, even

using the same language.
Commissioner Schaub will clean up the changes discussed to have ready for the next meeting. '
The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
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94  Heather Lehnig, Commission Chair

Sheila Lind, Recorder
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River Heights City Suggested Code Changes
April 2022

5-2-1: DEFINITIONS
Kennel: Land or buildings used in the keeping of up to and no more than theee{3} four
(4) emere dogs over four (4) months old.

5-2-4:A. Kennel Permits
1. No residence within River Heights shall at any time own or license more than four {4}
dogs. Each residence must obtain and maintain a kennel license when owning,
harboring, or boarding three (3) or at most four (4} dogs.
Move current paragraphs 1, 2, and 3 down to become 2, 3, and 4.

10-4-1: ZONES ESTABLISHED
MU—Mixed-UseZone .

10-12-2:B. Nonresidential Space Requirement Chart
Nonresidential Uses** (delete **)

5% Spn Title 1001  forMixed Use.Z | roqui _

10-13-4: EVERY DWELLING TO BE ON A ZONING LOT

. . . except for dwellings in-the-mixed-use-zene-ar within a planned unit development. ..

10-14-1:B Applicability
5. ... listed in the commercial ermixeduse zones.

Table 10-14-1-1 Parking By Land Use Category
Commercial ard-Mixed-Use Zones (heading within the table)

10-14-4: PARKING LOT REQUIREMENTS
B. Location of Parking: . . . Within commercial and-mixed-use-Zzones, the City may. ..
D. All parking for Commercial and-Mixed Uses must be designed properly by painted
lines or other approved methods.

10-15-5: LANDSCAPING PERFORMANCE (MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS)
A. For Commercial ard-Mixed Usa:

11-4-2: PRELIMINARY PLAT
A. Submittal Process: . . . regularly scheduled planning commission meeting.



Cindy Schaub’s recommendations 4-11-2022:
C_Q,e\_)ig{ms made Quntg  TrEF  TITLE10
4;?‘1"" 2z P\PZ me&h‘"@ cHAster1s  Chapter 16

‘TREE.CITY USA

I bélieve the Sections blow'should bé re- iiumbered consecutively beginning with

10-16-1.

FYI:

Title 10, Chapter.13"covers supplementary requirements and procedures within zones (avoids
duplications within codes)

Title 10, Chapter 14.coyers Parking;

Title 10, Chapter 15 covers Landséaping.

It seems reasonable this should be Chapter 16 since we-are referencing tees.

{FYI, Logan City lists this in a standalone section, not Public Service/Works).

SECTION: -

A1 PUrpose

7-41-2: Defiriitions

F34-3: Autharity

“#-41-4; Tree Advisory'Board

7-13-5; Tree Planting and'Care’Standards
#:446: Prohiibition Against Harming Public Trees
Z-11<7: Adjacent Owner Responsibility
7-31-8: . Certain Trees Decdlared a Nuisance
7-1%-9: Violations and Penalty

F-11-10: Appeals:

73141 Savings-and Repeal

4342 Severability

741-1: PURPOSE

Section 1i Purpose :
‘Establish prattices governing the proper p|ant|ng and careof trees-on pubhc property. To

- enhance the quality.of life and fiituré health, safety, and-welfare of all citizens;.to enhance
property values.'Make provision for.the emergency removal of tfees or private property
under certain‘conditions. Accept the authority and responsibility given to the Tree Advisory
Board as created by the City Council.

Pagel of 5



—?—-1—1-—2 DEFINITIONS
As nsedi m this Article,: the followmg words and phrases shall have the meanings indicated:

DAMAGE Any injury to OF: destriiction of a tree, _including but ot limited to: uprootlng, severance of all
of part the root, 'system or’ main trunk: storage of material on or compaction of surroundmg 50il;
a substantlal change in the natural grade above a root system or.around a trurik; surrounding the tree.
with impervious. pa\nng materials; or any trauma‘caused by aceidéent or collision,

NU'I§ISNEE Any tree, orlimh thereof; that'has an infectious diseasé-ar insect; is'dead or
dying; obstrutts the view of traffic- signs or'thé free passage of pedestrians-of vehiclés; orthreatens
public | health safety and Wwelfare.

PARK STRIP The area along a publlc street between the curb and the 5|dewalk or |f there is Ao curb.

of the street oralley
PUBLIC PROPERTY: All-grouiids and righits-of-way (ROWSs) owned of iaintaified by the City.

PUBLIC TREE: Any free or woody vegetation on city-owned or city-maintained property or rights-of-
way, -

TOPRr TOPPING: The non-standard practice of cutting back'of limbs to'stubs withinia treé’s crown,
to 'such a degree so as to remove the:normal.canopy-and disfigurethe tree.

Z-11-37AUTHORITY,

elegatioh-ofauthorityaid responsibit '.'The Tree Adwsory Board herelnafterreferred to%s the
iéetor “Board”, ¢ eauthurityof the-Directorof S, v
< ig jj,',shallhave" . hSFiLy-ane sponsibility t Iant prune“ﬁtalntam arm remove Esees and
. woody plants growing:in or.upon all mumcnpal streets; righgs-of ways, city parks, and other.public property.
Thisishallinclude theremoval of trees that may threatsn lectrical, telephone Bas; or: any ‘municipal wateror
Sewsr ling, or anytrée that |5Eﬁected by fungus, insect, ¢r othérpest disease:
9‘-\\}.&\\“ b O_&\I\ Se, Q‘Y\_ p (}_[’({'1(\ L
B..Coordination among city departinents: AllRity departments will toordinate as necéssary with
the Bireetor “Board”:and will provide services.as requiredto ensure.compliance with this Ordinancé
asitrélates to streets; alleys rights-of-way, drainage, easemernts and other public propertles not
underdirect 1unsd|ctlon of the Dlrector
s

. Interference: No person shall hinder; prevent, de!ay, or mterfere with the-Bir
—agsats-while engaged in carrying out the execution. or enforcement of this Ordmance

#-11-4: TREE ADVISORY.BOARD 7
The City:Council hereby creidtes a “Tree Advisory Board,” hereinafter referred to asthe “Board.”

. A Dutiés: The Board.shatl'act in an advisory:capacity
-
shall: :
1. Coprditiaté afid prorote Arbor Dy activities;
2. Review and update-a ﬁve-yée'r plan to plantand maintain trees on city prt_ifj_e'rit\f;'
3..Support public-awareness and education programs.relating to trees;
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4, Reviéw city department concerns relating to tree care;
5. Submit an annyal réport.of its activitiés to the city council;
6. Assist with the anriual application to renew the Tree City USA designation;
7. Developofia list of recommended trees for planting on city property,.and & list.of
prohibited species; and
8. Other duties that may be assigned by City Council. (_?7>
A ee-

B. Membershlp The Board shall consist offeur;EWI:/members approved by City Council. ‘Members of
the Board will serve withsut compensation,

be a Publchorks Dlrector, and i -meml bhe-
X — and one me,m.ber-' a. ierggr\ e \ie.r‘\-‘}-a_b'fe,
E}C' er‘\ence_ u\ Yhe area ef end meinteronce 6‘6

C. Term of affice: Board members shall be : appointed for thige-year staggered térms. If a-vacancy

shall oceur during'the term of any memher— a successor shall be -appointed by City Council.

D. Offtcers The Board'shall annually.select one of the membérs o 5érve-as chair; i may appoint
‘a second member to serve.asvice-chair,-and may- appolnt a third mernber to serve as secretary

E.:Megtings: The Board shall meetannually. All meetings shall bé ¢ open to the plblic: The Boaid
Chair may* ‘sthedule agdditional meetmgs as neaded.

7125: TREE PLANTING'AND CARE STANDARDS
A.Standards: All.planting and maifitenance of publictreés shall confoimi to the American

National Standards Institute (ANSI) A-300."Standards for Tree Care Operations” and shall follow all tree
care Best- Management Practices {BMPS) published by-the International. Society of Arbidficultare.

B. Requir‘ér‘neht's df‘fra'néﬁlse utility companies:  The maintenarice;of. pgblii:_ trees for utility

T

C.Preferred species list: ‘The . oard Ehairshall maintain aiid update as
needed, a list of desirablé tree: species for plantmg on‘public propertyin two size classes: Ornamental (20,
feet or less in heights 4t matunty) and Shade (greater than 20 feet at matunty) Trees-from this approved:
list may be planted wnthout spec:lal permnssron other specres may: be planted with-written approv;al from

yrfent code 10 i  28feet in height for Ornamental tfees, h'o't':.’df ét. It also,

-Ougturreiit.code . -15-7 {A) states- nly ”shade” tn és are to'be pla _ted in park 37, ps Do we want to
amend-10-15-7 (A] to mclua'e Otriamental trees jif park strips 2

D. Planting distances: The Bireste=Free-hduisemyBoard shall develop arid maintain an official set of
$pacing requiremerits for'the planting of trees on public propérty. No freé may be planted within the
visibility triangle of a streetiintersection {see code section 10:13-15) of or.within ten {10} fogt
FIFTEEN (15) féet of afire hydrant.

-Fy&o/ﬁrscyéafsaﬁ-ia;sf?m}ésgg f;ﬁfm Fire ,ydra/no.r @a,ge, 2 = S



E. Planting trees under electric utlllty lin€s Only trees listed as Ornamental-trees on the official
c:ty ‘tree 5pec1es hst may be planted under or wnthln flfteen (15) lateral feet of any overhead utility

NOTE: The River Heights Tree Selection and Planting, Guide brochiire contains a list of
trees within each class that are {1).acceptable and appropriate for ourclimate, and
(2) alist of trees that are QrDthlted for planting along streéts of within'park strips.
This brochure is. available at the City office.

7-11-6: PROHIBITION AGAINST HARMING PUBLIC TREES

A, 1t shall be unlawful for-any. person, firmor corporation’to damage, reifiove, or cause the damage
or removal.of a tree.on public property without written’ permission from the-Ricestet: %pa_r{_l, .

B. it:shall be unlawful for- any person, firm or corporation to attach any cable,wirg, signs,
hammock, slackline, or any other objéct t6 any street, park, or publi¢ tree,

cIt Sh:'zill be uhlawful for any person, firm or corporation to “top” any public tree. Trees
severely damaged by storms or other causes, 'where best pruning practices are impractical may be
exempted from this provision at the determination. of the Bikecier:. e;;su,nD...

D, Ahy person, firm, corporatlon or é department performing: canstruction ngar any “public
treg(s) shall consult with the Frshall employ'appropriate measures.t to protect the tree(s),

according to procedures: contalned in the Best Management Practices (BMPs} for“Managing Trees
During' Construction” published by the International Society of Arboriculture.

&

E. Each violation of thissection as detefiriined aid notified by the%f shall constitute a
Séparate’ viglation, punishable by fines and penalties under Section 9, in addition to mitigatiofi values
placed on the tree(s) removed or damaged in violation of this saction.

R ghe ST o
7-11-7: ADJACENT OWNER'RESPOSIBILITY -«\’\;&?0 s s\kw& s
\ . \ Lo Of

A. The owner of land adjacent to afiy city street or highway, wt@n acting within the provisions of
this Ordinance, riay plantand maintain trees in the adfacent park strip area..Property owners,
are responsible for the reasonable and routj aintenance of trees'and other Iandscapmg in the
adjacent ‘park strip aréa. '

B. No property owner shall'allow a tree, or other plant growing on hisor Her propérty ‘or within

the adjacent park strip to;obstruct or mterfere w|th pedestnan_s or the view of drivers, thereby
créating a ‘hazard. If 3 obstruction persists; th Bt all notlfy the property owner to prune or
rémove the tree ot plarit: If the.owner fails to comply ith the. hotice, the City may undertake the

necessary work and charge the cost to the property owRer.

7-11-8: CERTAIN TREES DECLARED A NUISANCE

Yhe %0““{

A. Any tree, or limb thereof, on private property determinéd by th
to have contracted a lethal, communicable disease aorinsect; to be dead or dying; to obstruct the view
of traffic sigiis-or the free passage of pedestrlans or vehicles; or that threatens public.health, safety, and
welfare is declared a nuisance and the Clty may require its trea_tm,ent oF fémoval.
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(see code section 10457 (F)

Pﬁ?‘\’ew‘nw\ hmw&om& St*v-azhems
as weelell,

C. The Clty may elect to ass:st propertv owners mltlgate the unforeseen |mmedlate cost of

to the Clty for expenses expended on behlalf of the propertv owiier. (see code sectlon 10-15-7
~ Reniediation of Trees)

?Any person; ﬁrm orcorpora, on- a3

B mlsdemeanor and shall be- sub_ 00) for

,_demsu)ns by, the Bifeeter
shall be heard by Cltv Coun_c‘t_l_____f

I'fo the extent of
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Street Tree Planting and Selection Guide
River Heights City, Utah
April 2022

Trees are a valuable component of our city. Trees clean the air we breathe, muffle city noise, harbor
wildlife .in their canopies. .cool houses with their dense shade and increase property values. But perhaps
most of all. trees provide a natural beauty which softens the harsh city landscape. Trees truly enhance
the quality of life for all River Heights City residents.

Unfortunately, not all trees are properly planted and cared for. Growth characteristics including height,
spread and branching structure limit the usefuiness of some trees in certain locations. Streets, buildings.
and sidewalks also limit the space available for free growth and must be considered when selecting a
tree. The goal of River Helghts City is to select trees that are well matched to planting sites so they
survive and becomes assets to the community.

Planting Guide
The best way to ensure a healthy and safe street tree is to start by planting the tree correctly. There are a
few things to remember when planting. Follow these planting directions:

. Select one of the species in the Tree Selection Guide for planting.

2. Before choosing the planting location contact Blue Stakes (800-662-4111) for location of
underground utilities.

3. Dig the planting hole at least twice the width of the root ball and as deep as the root ball

4. Prune circling or protruding roots and remove any twine from the canopy.

5 Handle root ball with extreme care. Minimize as much as possible any crumbling, cracking and
splitting of the root ball. -

6. After gently placing the tree in the hole, remove wire and burlap if stability of the root ball allows.
If not, remove only the top two rows of wire and an equal amount of burlap. Cut vertical slits in the
burlap that remains. Do not fold burlap into the hele.

7. Use the soil removed from the hole to backfill. Minimize air pockets by removing soil clumps,
rocks, sod and folded burap.

8. Thoroughly water. -Allow water to soak deeply into the site.

9. Place three to four inches of mulch over the planting site. Avoid direct contact between mulch and
the trunk of the tree.

10. Check moisture éontent of the backfill and root ball weekly to determine how much and how often
to water.

11. To remove a tree from a container, gently lay itdown. Push on the sides and bottom of the
container to break contact between the root ball and container. Hold the trunk near the surface of
the soil and push/pull the container away from the root ball. Slide the container off the root ball.
Do not pull on the trunk. If the root ball is too large for this process it may be necessary fo cut the
container off after the tree is placed in the planting site.

Utah State University Extension Bulletin NC 460, Selecting and Planting Landscape Trees, is an excellent
reference. https:/fforestry.usu.eduffiles/selecting-and-planting-landscape-trees.pdf

Visit other useful websites at:
https://extension.usu.edu/#

Tree SelectionGuide

Leaming about a tree's shape, mature height and spread will help in selecting the right tree for the right
location. Consider the planting site. Does the location have adequate irrigation? Are there any overhead
wires? How wide is the park strip? Once the location has been considered. it is then time to select a tree
that will best fit the location.

The trees in this guide are generally tolerant of local temperature and moisture extremes (hardiness) and
have characteristics that make them useful as street trees. Each tree in the guide is listed with its
botanical and common names followed by a short narrative with general information. All of the trees have
been divided into classes dependent on the height, width and spacing requirements that the trees will
need at maturity. These divisions are described -as follows: '



4[271’22. 10:14 AM River Heights City Mail - Fwd: comment on the proposed changes to the Tree Ordinance

M Gmail Sheila Lind <office@riverheights.org>

F\n}d: comment on the proposed changes to the Tree Ordinance
1 message

Cindy Schaub <cindy_schaub@hotmail.com> . Tue, Apr 26, 2022 at 8:11 PM
To: RH-Sheila Lind <sheila@riverheights.org>

Date: April 26, 2022 at 10:10:21 AM MDT

To: Cindy Schaub <cindy_schaub@hotmail.com>

Cc: Noel Cooley <nhcooley@comcast.net>

Subject: comment on the proposed changes to the Tree Ordinance

Good morning:
| have read through the proposed changes to the Tree Ordinance and | have fwo comments:

Under Authority, Letter A: The proposed ordinance states: "......This shall include the removal of trees that may
threaten electrical, gas, .....". [ would suggest that the ordinance allow for the removal or pruning of trees that
threaten electrical and other utilities. Rocky Mountain Power prunes trees in our neighborhood annually to protect
the electrical wires and it would be a shame if all of those trees were removed instead.

Under Tree Planting and Care Standards, Letter C: Considering the prolonged drought conditions we are
experiencing and the benefit of shade trees in reducing water requirements for lawns that are protected by them
from direct sunlight, it would seem to be best to require that the park strip frees be shade trees with broader
canopies than ornamental trees. There are already provisions for requiring ornamental trees in park strips that
have overhead electrical lines (Letter E). Shade from the trees may also reduce energy expenditures on air
conditioning late in the day when the shade reaches the houses as the sun goes down. In my opinion, it would be
best to require shade trees wherever there are no overhead lines in order to maximize water and energy savings.

Thank you for your efforts to encourage good husbandry and proliferation of trees in River Heights.

Cindy Johnson
125E500 8
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